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An Old Garden Rose is defined as 
any rose belonging to a class which 
existed before the introduction of the 
first Modern Rose, La France, in 
1867. In general, Old Garden Roses 
of European or Mediterranean origin 
are once-blooming woody shrubs, 
with notably fragrant, double -
flowered blooms primarily in shades 
of white, pink and red. The shrubs' 
foliage tends to be highly disease-
resistant, and they generally bloom 
only on mature canes. The 
introduction of China and Tearoses 
from East Asia around 1800 led to 
modern classes of Old Garden Roses 
which bloom on new growth, often 
repeatedly from spring to fall.
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Although not officially recognized as a separate 
class of roses by any established rose authority, 
English (aka David Austin) roses are often set 
aside as such by consumers and retailers alike. 
Development started in the 1960s by David 
Austin of Shropshire, England, who wanted to 
rekindle interest in Old Garden Roses by 
hybridizing them with modern hybrid teas and 
floribundas. The idea was to create a new group 
of roses that featured blooms with old -fashioned 
shapes and fragrances, evocative of classic gallica, 
albaand "damask" roses, but with modern repeat-
blooming characteristics and the larger modern 
color range as well. Austin mostly succeeded in 
his mission; his tribe of "English" roses, now 
numbering hundreds of varieties, has been 
warmly embraced by the gardening public and 
are widely available to consumers. David Austin 
roses are still actively developed, with new 
varieties released regularly. It should be noted 
that the typical winter -hardiness and disease-
resistance of the classic Old Garden Roses has 
largely been compromised in the process; many 
English roses are susceptible to the same disease 
problems that plague modern hybrid teas and 
floribundas
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